Names of Venetian Families

belongs to the same fairy story, the same myth,, except that the
nuns or actresses in it are not new to this experience.
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Upon a hot August morning, or in any weather, for I have
seen it in the snow, this is a place of inspiration. Not for its entire
perfection, to those who find Tiepolo a pleasure and an intoxica-
tion, but because its very shortcomings are food for the imagina-
tion. Most of all, it wants a blazing morning. Let us hear the
names of great Venetians in order to put ourselves into the
mood. Grimani, Foscari, Dandolo, Brno, Loredan, Mocenlgo,
Bragadin, and Delfin Tron. After the masculine Foscari and
Grimani, names of Doges and Procurators, with the ring of
armour in stone arches, or the crimson velvet of their robes of
state, the snarl of trumpets, the noise of swords and daggers, do
we not hear sounds of ocean In those other names? Loredan, like
a shell held to the ear, speaks of the sea, of feluccas and btiigan-
tines, and could not but be the name of a great admiral. Dandolo
was Doge, and hero of the waves; Mocenigo sounds like a great
name leading out a fleet to battle; Bragadin, the hero of Fama-
gosta, we know was flayed alive; Delfin Tron is the decadence.
In that we hear the gliding of the black gondola, and men and
women masked like birds. The very name of Tiepolo was that
of a great family. His father was, even, a sea captain. Those were
days when the fleet of Venice had forty-five galleys and eleven
thousand men. That was in the fifteenth century, before the
fall of Byzantium. They had, in all, a tradition of seven or
eight centuries of shipbuilding. Families, like the Alberghettis,
were famed artillerers, and it had become hereditary with them.
Waves that lap the white Istrian quays, the chop chop chop-
ping of the waters upon the weed grown steps; the masts and rig-
ging of the Fondamenta; such things are instead of flowers and
trees.

We have but to see, in the Doge's Palace, the only painting
by Tiepolo among the older masters, a long narrow canvas com-
missioned from him in order to replace another that was de-
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